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The Call of the Caliph and the Pope 
Grade Level:  4th grade 
Written by:  Michelle D. Selig, Mountain View Core Knowledge School, Cañon City, CO 
Length of Unit:   17 lessons of 40 – 80 minutes each   
 
I. ABSTRACT 

This unit is an in-depth look at the history of Islam, the five pillars of Islam, and the 
Crusades/Holy Wars of the Middle Ages.  The students will use language arts, history, 
geography, and math skills to come to an understanding of where the Middle East is, the 
contributions of the Arab Muslim, what the Islamic faith is and how it came about, and how the 
Christians and Muslims clashed in the early part of the 2nd millennium.  The unit ends with an 
opportunity for the students to briefly examine the place that the Middle East has in world affairs. 

 
II. OVERVIEW 

A. Concept Objectives 
1. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 
2. Understand that most wars tend to have multiple causes and effects. 
3. Demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large geographical areas.  

(Colorado Standard GEO.1-4.2.1.B) 
4. Understand the physical and political geography of various regions of the world.   

(adapted from Colorado Standard GEO.4.1.2.C) 
B. Content from the Core Knowledge Sequence 4th grade History and Geography (pp. 92-93) 

and 4th grade Visual Arts (p. 97) 
1. Physical and political geography of the Middle East and Eastern Mediterranean  

(not part of the Core Knowledge Sequence) 
2. Islam 

a. Muhammad:  the last prophet 
b. Allah, Qur’an, jihad 
c. Sacred city of Makkah, mosques 
d. “Five pillars” of Islam: 

i. Declaration of faith 
ii. Prayer (five times daily), facing toward Makkah 
iii. Fasting during Ramadan 
iv. Help the needy 
v. Pilgrimage to Makkah 

e. Arab people unite to spread Islam on northern Africa, through the eastern 
Roman Empire, and as far west as Spain. 

f. Islamic Turks conquer region around the Mediterranean; in 1453, 
Constantinople becomes Istanbul 

g. The first Muslims were Arabs, but today diverse people around the world 
are Muslims. 

3. Development of Islamic civilization 
a. Contributions to science and mathematics:  Avicenna (Ibn Sina), Arabic 

numerals 
b. Muslim scholars translate and preserve writings of Greeks and Romans 
c. Thriving cities as centers of Islamic art and learning, such as Cordoba 

(Spain) 
4. Wars between Muslims and Christians  

a. The Holy Land, Jerusalem 
b. The Crusades 
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c. Saladin and Richard the Lion-hearted 
d. Growing trade and cultural exchange between east and west 

5. Visual Arts: Islamic Art and architecture 
a. Become familiar with examples of Islamic art, including illuminated 

manuscript and illumination of the Qur’an. 
b. Note characteristic features of Islamic architecture, such as domes and 

minarets 
6. Current Events in the Middle East  (not part of the Core Knowledge Sequence) 

C. Skill Objectives 
1. The students will describe the physical characteristics of places. 
2. The students will describe how and why people define regions.   
3. The students will be able to chronologically organize history and will show they 

know how to organize events and people into major eras to identify and explain 
historical relationships.   (Colorado History Standard (CHS) 1) 

4. The students will explain how societies are diverse and have changed over time.  
(CHS 3) 

5. The students explain how science, technology, and economic activity have 
developed, changed and affected societies throughout history.  (CHS 4) 

6. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have been 
powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

7. The students will use their knowledge of Earth to locate people, places and 
environments.  (Colorado Geography Standard (CGS) 1.2)  

8. Students will describe the physical characteristics of places.  (CGS 2.1) 
9. The students will describe how and why people define regions.  (CGS 2.2) 
10. The students will describe how culture and experience influence people’s 

perceptions of places and regions.  (CGS 2.3) 
11. The students will apply geography to understand the present and plan for the 

future.  (CGS 6.2) 
12. The students will demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large 

geographical areas.  (CGS 1-4.2.1.B) 
 
III. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 

A. For Teachers 
1. The Complete IDIOT’S GUIDE to the Crusades, by Paul Williams, PhD 
2. Calliope Magazine issue on “ISLAM” from 1997 
3. The Complete IDIOT’S GUIDE to Understanding Islam, by Yahiya Emerick 

B. For Students 
1. Europe in the Middle Ages (4th grade) Core Knowledge Sequence pp. 91-92 
2. World Religions (1st grade)  Core Knowledge Sequence p. 28 
 

IV. RESOURCES 
A. Doré’s Illustrations of the Crusades,  by Gustave Doré (Lesson Twelve) 
B. Celebrating Ramadan,  by Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith (Lesson Nine) 
C. National Geographic Student Atlas of the World (Lessons One and Four) 
D. Byzantine and Moslems by Susan Lampros (Lessons Two, Four, Six, and Eight) 
E. Saladin:  Noble Prince of Islam by Diane Stanley (Lesson Thirteen) 
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V. LESSONS 
Lesson One: Physical Geography of Middle East and Eastern Mediterranean  
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand the physical and political geography of various regions of the 

world.   (adapted from Colorado Standard GEO.4.1.2.C) 
2. Lesson Content  

a. Map of Holy Land, Jerusalem  (adapted from the Core Knowledge 
Sequence) 

3. Skill Objective(s) 
a. Students will describe the physical characteristics of places. 
b. The students will describe how and why people define regions.   

B. Materials 
1. Appendix B  (one copy per student and two made as transparencies or slides) 
2. Appendix A (one copy for teacher) 
3. Wall world map 
4. National Geographic Student Atlas of the World  (one per student) 
5. Blue, brown, green and yellow colored pencils (one of each for each student) 
6. Blue, brown, green and yellow markers that will show on the overhead 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Middle East:  a name used popularly in the Western world to refer to certain 

countries of southwestern Asia and the northeast part of Africa; it is called 
“Middle” because, from the Western point of view, it lies between the Western 
world and the “Far East” 

2. Near East:  a name used popularly in the Western world to refer to certain 
countries of northwestern Africa 

3. Far East:  a name used popularly in the Western world to refer to certain 
countries of eastern Asia 

4. Culture: the total way of life for a particular group of people 
5. Religion:  a set of beliefs about a supernatural power that created the universe, 

about why we are here on earth, and how we should conduct our lives   
(all definitions from A First Dictionary of Cultural Literacy) 
6. History:  all the events that happened in past time 

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Ask the students if they have ever heard of the “Middle East.”  Invite those 

students who have raised their hands to show the class where it is on the map.  If 
no one is able to locate it on the map, show the class where it is on the map.  At 
the same time, show the students where the “Near East” and the “Far East.”  
Explain to the students why these regions were given these names based on their 
location east of Western Europe. 

2. Explain that the class will be going to be looking at this region and its culture, 
religion, and history in detail.  Let them know that this is very timely in light of 
the attention the region is getting in current world affairs.  (This will vary 
according to the current world situation, but you may want to briefly mention 
what is happening now.) 

3. Let the students know that identifying the region and its features on a physical 
map will give them a strong background to understand the history of the region. 

4. Pass out Appendix B and an atlas to each student.  Go over the directions so the 
students understand what they are to label and what they are to color. 

5. Have them open their atlases and look for the appropriate pages to use as sources.  
Write those page numbers (78, 88) on the board. 
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6. Give the students enough time to fill in the map with the places listed on the map 
and to color the map with general geographic regions. 

7. Put one copy of Appendix B on the overhead and label the features as listed on 
the worksheet.  Have the students self-correct their maps and make changes as 
necessary. 

8. Put the other transparency of Appendix B on the overhead right on top of the 
other and color in as shown in the atlases. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Circulate around the classroom and check to see that the maps are labeled and 

colored correctly.  Use Appendix A checklist to track mastery. 
 

Lesson Two: Prehistory of Islam / Muhammad 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 

2. Lesson Content  
a. Muhammad:  the last prophet 

3. Skill Objective(s) 
a. The students will be able to chronologically organize history and will 

show they know how to organize events and people into major eras to 
identify and explain historical relationships.   (CHS 1).    

b. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history. 

B. Materials 
1. The overhead transparency slide #7 from Byzantine and Moslems entitled 

“Mohammed – Founder of Islam” 
2. Appendix C  (one for teacher reference) 
3. Appendix D  (one for each student) 
4. Appendix E  (one for teacher reference) 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Muslim:  a person that is practicing the Islamic religion; also refers to the 

followers of Islam as a whole  
2. Islam: the religion of the Muslim people that was started by Muhammad 
3. Muhammad = Mohammed = the Prophet 
4. Mecca = Mekkah = Makkah 
5. Koran = Qur’an 
6. Allah = God 
7. Arab: an ethnic group from the Middle East 

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Ask the students if they remember the three major religions in the world.  Guide 

them to state Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 
2. On the board or overhead projector, create a quick five column by four row chart 

similar to the blank chart in Appendix C.  In the second cell of the first column, 
list the first religion that the students mentioned.  List the other two in the spaces 
below.  In the second cell of the first row write symbol, then worship place, holy 
book, and leader in then rest of the cells of the row.  Working together, fill in the 
chart.  Refer to Appendix C for a copy of the completed chart. 

3. Explain the differences between the terms:  Muslim, Islam, and Arab. 
4. Explain to the students that all three of these religions began in the Middle East, 

and they all have some common history.  They all claim to include Abraham in 
their heritage. 
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5. Tell the students that we are going to focus on Muhammad as we learn about the 
Islamic religion.  Pass out Appendix D. 

6. Begin reading/talking about the history of Muhammad.  The students should be 
listening for the terms that will fill in the blanks on Appendix D.  Be sure to slow 
down and emphasize the information needed to complete the chart.  Refer to 
Appendix E for notes. 

7. While going over the information, show the overhead transparency slide #7 from 
Byzantine and Moslems entitled “Mohammed – Founder of Islam.” 

8. After you have gone through all the notes, ask the students to check with their 
neighbors to see if their notes match.  Answer any questions they may have. 

9. Ask the questions below to check for understanding.  The students should have 
their notes in front of them. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Ask the following questions to check for understanding: 

a. Who started Islam?    Muhammad 
b. How did he get the information from Allah?    An angel told him. 
c. Where was he when he got the information?   In a cave outside of Mecca 
d. In general, were the people of Mecca excited about the Islamic faith?  No 
e. Why did Muhammad move to Medina?    The people of Mecca didn’t 

want the Muslims in their town and harassing them. 
f. Did Islam ever get accepted in Mecca?  yes 

 
Lesson Three: Early Years of Islam / Shi’ah vs. Sunni 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 
b. Demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large geographical 

areas.  (Colorado Standard GEO.1-4.2.1.B) 
c. Understand the physical and political geography of various regions of the 

world.   (adapted from Colorado Standard GEO.4.1.2.C) 
2. Lesson Content  

a. Sacred city of Makkah, mosques 
b. Arab people unite to spread Islam in northern Africa, through the eastern 

Roman empire, and as far west as Spain. 
3. Skill Objective(s) 

a. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history. (CHS 6) 

B. Materials 
1. Appendix F (one made into a transparency slide) 
2. Appendix G     (one for each student) 
3. Appendix H (one copy for teacher use) 
4. Appendix BB (one copy for teacher use) 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Caliph:  leader of the Islamic religion 
2. Shi’ah = Shi’a = Shiite:  a Muslim that believed that only descendents of 

Muhammad should lead the nation of Islam; a follower of the caliph, Ali 
3. Sunni:  a Muslim that believes that they should do exactly what Muhammad had 

written in the Koran without any change; they do not believe that their leader 
needs to be a direct descendent of Muhammad; they believe that their leader 
should be the person that best lives the Islamic faith and had the ability to lead 

4. Imam:  direct descendent of Muhammad that leads the Shi’ah 
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5. Sect:  a small group that breaks away from another larger group 
6. Assassinated:  killed specifically for political or religious reasons 

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Say to the class:  “Imagine that we, as a class, are on a field trip.  Because of a 

series of really strange events there is no other adult on the field trip.  Now 
imagine that I am my usual clumsy self and fall down the hill and get knock out.  
What would you do?” 

2. Ask and discuss the following questions: 
a. “What would you do first?” 
b. “Who would be in charge?” 
c. “How would you decide who was in charge?” 

3. Point out that was exactly what caused BIG problems for the Muslim people after 
Muhammad’s death.  Who would lead the faithful now that he was dead?   

4. Put up Appendix F on the over head projector.  Cover the bottom map.  Explain 
the information on the first two caliphs found in Appendix H. 

5. Repeat step 4 with the bottom map on the transparency slide and the third and 
fourth caliphs.  Be sure to point out that three of the first four caliphs were 
assassinated for political reasons. 

6. Pass out the class set of Appendix G.   
7. Go over the chart on the handout and make sure that they understand the 

differences between the two sects and that the two sects still exist. 
8. Assign the questions on the worksheet as homework. 
9. Have the students brainstorm ideas that the Muslims could have used to keep the 

group from splitting into sects.  Refer back to the answers they gave at the 
beginning of the lesson as part of this. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Questions on Appendix G are answered as homework and graded using 

Appendix BB. 
 

Lesson Four: Spread of Islam 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 
b. Understand that most wars tend to have multiple causes and effects. 

2. Lesson Content 
a. Arab people unite to spread Islam on northern Africa, through the eastern 

Roman Empire, and as far west as Spain. 
b. Islamic Turks conquer region around the Mediterranean; in 1453, 

Constantinople becomes Istanbul 
3. Skill Objective(s) 

a. The students will be able to chronologically organize history and will 
show they know how to organize events and people into major eras to 
identify and explain historical relationships. (CHS 1) 

b. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

c. The students will describe how culture and experience influence people’s 
perceptions of places and regions.  (CGS 2.3) 

d. The students will use their knowledge of Earth to locate people, places 
and environments.  (CGS 1.2) 

B. Materials 
1. Appendix I   (two copies) 
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2. Transparency slide #1entitlted “Greatest Extent of the Byzantine Empire” in 
Byzantine and Moslems by Susan Lampros 

3. Appendix J   (one per student) 
4. Appendix BB (one copy for teacher use) 
5. National Geographic Student Atlas of the World  (one per student) 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Byzantine:  The eastern Christian Church that exists still today as the Orthodox 

Church 
D. Procedures/Activities 

1. Divide the class into two groups.  One group will now live in the desert, and their 
life will be very affected by that climate.  The other group will move to the 
mountains.  Give each group a copy of Appendix I.  As a group they should 
decide how the traditions listed will change and write them on the sheet.  The 
groups will informally present their new changed traditions to everyone.   

2. As the students become aware of their differences, explain that this is what 
happened to the Christian Church as it got very, very large.  The eastern part 
became known as the Byzantine Empire.   

3. Show the top map on transparency slide #1entitlted “Greatest Extent of the 
Byzantine Empire” in Byzantine and Moslems by Susan Lampros.  Point out that 
their capital was the city of Constantinople; it was truly the center of their 
culture. 

4. Show the bottom map on transparency slide #1entitlted “Greatest Extent of the 
Byzantine Empire” in Byzantine and Moslems by Susan Lampros.  Point out how 
Islam began spreading into the areas controlled by the Byzantine Empire.  Point 
out this will very often lead to conflict. 

5. Point out that as the nation of Islam grew, it was forced to do the same splitting 
as the Christian Church had done previously.   

6. Write the phrase “Ottoman Empire on the board or overhead.  Explain that the 
strongest of the empires that came out of the split in 1258 AD was the Ottoman 
Empire.  This empire continued to conquer lands for Islam.  The capture that they 
are known best for is the capture of Constantinople in 1453 AD.  They renamed 
the city, Istanbul.  They forced the Islamic religion on the people.  It is the threat 
of capture of Constantinople by the Ottomans and a plea for help that was one of 
the many causes of the Crusades. 

7. Pass out Appendix J and atlases to every student. 
8. Point out that the shaded area is the Ottoman Empire at its biggest.  Ask the 

students to use their atlases to list the modern countries that were part of the 
Ottoman Empire.  It will need to be finished as homework. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. The list of modern countries will be collected and graded using Appendix BB 

 
Lesson Five: Arabic Contributions to Sciences 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 

2. Lesson Content 
a. Development of Islamic civilization 

i. Contributions to science and mathematics:  Arabic numerals 
ii. Muslim scholars translate and preserve writings of Greeks and 

Romans 
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iii. Thriving cities as centers of Islamic art and learning, such as 
Cordoba (Spain) 

3. Skill Objective(s) 
a. The students explain how science, technology, and economic activity 

have developed, changed and affected societies throughout history. (CHS 
4) 

b. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

B. Materials 
1. Transparency slide #12 entitled “Islam’s Contributions to Culture” in Byzantine 

and Moslems by Susan Lampros 
2. Compass 
3. Chess board 
4. World map or globe 
5. Appendix K   (one per student) 

C. Key Vocabulary 
None  

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. When the students are out of the room before this class, write the numerals 0 thru 

9 on the board.  If you can do so without attracting the attention of the students, it 
would be great to set out a compass, world map (or globe) and chess board in 
plain sight. 

2. When the students come into class, ask them if they can see anything in the room 
that we need to thank the Arabs for.  There will be lots of guessing; if they guess 
something right, let them know they did so but wait several minutes before 
telling them those that they missed.  Tell them that the numerals that we use were 
created by the Arabs. 

3. Show transparency slide #12 entitled “Islam’s Contributions to Culture” in 
Byzantine and Moslems by Susan Lampros. 

4. Describe the various parts of the slide. Point out that all of this occurred before 
1100 AD. 
a. Point out how easy it would be for us to read numbers in Arabic.   
b. Go over the various tools of the astronomers.   

i. The compass was created so that the Muslims would always be 
able to locate the direction of Mecca because they had to pray 
facing that direction.   

ii. They had built astronomy observatories/planetariums and had 
charted the stars before the end of the Middle Ages. 

iii. They improved the astrolabe created by the ancient Greeks.  It 
became very useful to travelers to help them determine their 
position at sea. 

iv. Various other tools made it easier to determine location, time, 
and date. 

c. They founded the mathematical study of algebra. 
d. By the year 1048, they had determined the correct circumference of the 

earth.  They had known for many, many years that the earth was not flat. 
e. They were very advanced in the study of medicine.  They wrote the 

medical textbooks and encyclopedias that were used for centuries.   
Avicenna (Ibn Sina) was the most famous of the Arab doctors and 
philosophers.  Avicenna was the name he was known by in the Europe.  
He did much to advance medicine in the Middle East and Europe.   
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f. They knew to the second how long a solar year is. 
g. They created the study of chemistry with the classification of elements 

and conducted many experiments on them to determine their properties. 
h. They translated and preserved many of the written works of the Greeks 

and Romans. 
i. Cordoba and other Muslim cities were centers of learning for both 

Muslims and European Christians.  The main library in Cordoba had 
400,000 books in it.  Al-Azhar University in Cairo has been functioning 
continuously since 970 AD. 

5. Give each student a blank sheet of white construction paper (12” x 18”).  Ask 
them to use their crayons, colored pencils, and markers to create a poster 
showing the contributions of the Arabs before 1100 AD.  You may want to leave 
the slide up for inspiration. 

6. Extension activity:  Teach the students how to play chess. 
E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Use Appendix K checklist to assess the posters for understanding of the Arab 
contributions. 

 
Lesson Six: Pillar of Islam: Shahadah (declaration of faith) 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 

2. Lesson Content 
a. “Five pillars” of Islam: 

i. Declaration of faith 
3. Skill Objective(s) 

a. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

b. The students will describe how and why people define regions.(CGS 2.2) 
c. The students will describe how culture and experience influence people’s 

perceptions of places and regions.  (CGS 2.3) 
d. The students will demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large 

geographical areas.  (CGS 1-4.2.1.B) 
B. Materials 

1. Bulletin board paper 
2. Thick tip black marker 
3. Scissors 
4. Whatever you use to hang papers on the wall or bulletin board 
5. Appendix L    (one copy for teacher use) 
6. Transparency slide #8 entitled “Islam – the Religion” in Byzantine and Moslems 

by Susan Lampros 
7. Appendix M    (one per student) 
8. Appendix N    (one transparency slide) 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Shahadah 
2. Salat 
3. Zakat 
4. Saum 
5. Hajj 

D. Procedures/Activities 

} The five pillars of Islam 
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1. Before class begins, you will need to create a bulletin board or wall display.  
Refer to Appendix L for an example.  Today you will put up the mosque top and 
the first piece of the Shahadah column.  All the other pieces should be put up 
randomly elsewhere on the wall or bulletin board.  Make sure that it is obvious 
that the random pieces are not part of the display yet. 

2. Explain to the students that just like Christians and Jews have a set of rules to 
follow (Ten Commandments), Muslims have five rules or pillars that they must 
follow. 

3. Show transparency slide #8 entitled “Islam – the Religion” in Byzantine and 
Moslems by Susan Lampros.  Point out the five pillars, Shahadah, Salat, Zakat, 
Saum, and Hajj, and let them know that the class will be going over each one in 
detail. 

4. Pass out a copy of Appendix M to each student so they can take notes over the 
next five days. 

5. Point out the bulletin board and the word “Shahadah” at the top of the first 
column.  Tell them that it is a declaration of faith in Allah.  This is the statement 
that is made when someone converts to the Islamic religion.  It simply says 
“There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah.”  It is 
said in Arabic a minimum of 17 times a day by every Muslim.  It is whispered 
into the right ear of a newborn infant so that it is the first words he or she hears.  
Arabic is the language of the Islam religion.  Many Muslims believe that the 
Koran should not be printed in any other language and that every prayer should 
only be said in Arabic.   

6. Show the transparency slide of Appendix N.  It is the Shahadah written in Arabic.  
Point out that is written right to left. 

7. Direct their attention to the random pillar pieces and have the students place the 
appropriate pieces on the Shahadah pillar of the wall display. 

8. Have them fill in the pieces on their copy of Appendix M. 
E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Have the students place the appropriate pieces on the Shahadah column of the 
wall display. 

 
Lesson Seven: Pillar of Islam: Salat (daily prayer) 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 

2. Lesson Content 
a. “Five pillars” of Islam: 

i. Prayer (five times daily), facing toward Makkah 
3. Skill Objective(s) 

a. The students will demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large 
geographical areas.  (CGS 1-4.2.1.B) 

b. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

c. The students will describe how and why people define regions.(CGS 2.2) 
d. The students will describe how culture and experience influence people’s 

perceptions of places and regions.  (CGS 2.3) 
B. Materials 

1. Wall display 
2. Pictures of mosques collected from various sources 
3. Appendix O  (one copy made into transparency slide) 
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4. Appendix P (one per student) 
C. Key Vocabulary 

1. Azan=adhan:  the call to prayer 
2. Muezzin:  the person that calls the Muslims to worship 
3. Minaret=ma’dhana:  tall, slender tower 
4. Mosque=masjids (term preferred by Muslims):  place of worship for Muslims 

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Before class begins, place the first piece of the second pillar which should say 

Salat in the appropriate place.  You should also use the internet and other sources 
to collect pictures of mosques to show the students.  Many of the resources listed 
in the bibliography have some great pictures. 

2. Start class by asking “What is the first pillar of Islam?”     Shahadah (declaration 
of Faith) 

3. “Today we are going to look at the second pillar.”  Point to the second pillar on 
the wall display where you added the first piece of the second pillar.  This pillar 
deals with daily prayer.  If you go to church, how often to you go?"  Solicit 
answers from several students.  Tell the students that Muslims are expected to go 
to the mosque at least five times a day.  Even if they are not able to get to the 
mosque that often they are still expected to stop everything and pray five times a 
day where ever they are:  at sunset (Maghrib), in the evening (Isha), at dawn 
(Fajr), at noon (Zuhr), and in the afternoon (Asr).  In Muslim communities 
around a mosque, a muezzin will climb the minaret (the tall tower) and call the 
people to prayer (azan) with a loud voice.   

4. Put the transparency slide of Appendix O on the overhead.  Go over the seven 
preconditions that must be fulfilled to pray. 

5. Explain that since very few of us have ever seen a mosque, we should look at 
some.  Show them the pictures you collected previously.  Point out the common 
features such as domes and minarets. 

6. Pass out Appendix P to each student.  Read the information together and then 
have them complete the back and identify the parts of the mosque. 

7. Direct their attention to the random pillar pieces and have the students place the 
appropriate pieces on the Salat pillar of the wall display. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Collect and grade Appendix P. 
2. Have the students place the appropriate pieces on the Salat pillar of the wall 

display. 
 

Lesson Eight: Pillar of Islam: Zakat (annual charity) 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 

2. Lesson Content 
a. “Five pillars” of Islam: 

i. Zakat (annual charity) 
3. Skill Objective(s) 

a. The students will demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large 
geographical areas.  (CGS 1-4.2.1.B) 

b. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

c. The students will describe how and why people define regions.(CGS 2.2) 
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d. The students will describe how culture and experience influence people’s 
perceptions of places and regions.  (CGS 2.3) 

B. Materials 
1. Wall Display 
2. Appendix A 
3. Appendix Q (one made into transparency slide) 
4. Transparency slide #10 entitled “Islamic Architecture” in Byzantine and Moslems 

by Susan Lampros 
5. Transparency slide #11 entitled “Islamic Arts” in Byzantine and Moslems by 

Susan Lampros 
6. Materials for extension activity: 

a. Small paper mache boxes, 5” (one per student)  
b. Less than 1 cm pieces of construction paper in many colors (1 cup per 

student)  
c. Glue (one bottle per student) 

7. Spray sealant  (one or two cans) 
C. Key Vocabulary 

1. Charity:  helping those in need 
2. Wealth:  the money you have after all expenses are paid. 

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Before class begins, place the first piece of the third pillar which should say 

Zakat in the appropriate place.   
2. Say “Tell me the first two pillars of Islam.”  Give students the opportunity to 

answer. 
3. Ask “How many of you and your families have donated food to 

_________________________ (whatever is your local food bank)?”  Give the 
students the chance to answer.  Ask them why they do that.  Give the student the 
opportunity to answer. 

4. Explain that in the Islamic religion giving money to the poor is one of the five 
pillars.  Every family is expected to give 2 ½ % of their wealth to the poor.  
Wealth is defined as the money you have after all expenses are paid.  Explain that 
this means all their bills and what is left is what you give a part of to the poor. 

5. Use the top of Appendix Q to give an example of the math problem needed to 
figure out how much a family gives.  Pass out student copies of Appendix Q with 
the example on it and a problem for the student to solve.  Make sure that the 
students fill in the steps of the example as you do it on the overhead.  Have them 
then attempt the second problem on their sheet.  Give them time to do it and then 
do it together so they can see if they did it right. 

6. There will be time left so use that time to introduce the students to the Islamic 
art.   Show the students Transparency slide #10 entitled “Islamic Architecture” in 
Byzantine and Moslems by Susan Lampros.  Refer back to the mosques they saw 
yesterday.  Then show them Transparency slide #11entitled “Islamic Arts” in 
Byzantine and Moslems by Susan Lampros.  Point out that they tend to focus on 
geometric patterns, stars, and crescent moons to brightly decorate everything.  
Mosaic tiles are very often used to create those patterns or shapes.   They don’t 
make pictures or scenes because they believe that they are unable to create a 
scene as well as Allah did the original. 

7. Direct their attention to the random pillar pieces and have the students place the 
appropriate pieces on the Zakat pillar of the wall display. 

8. Extension activity:  The students will use small pieces of construction paper to 
decorate a paper mache box with a mosaic tile pattern or shape.  Once they are 



4th Grade,  The Call of the Caliph and the Pope                               2003 Colorado Summer Writing Institute 13 

finished, they should individually meet with you and be able to tell you how they 
did their art according to the Islamic tradition.  You will need to spray every box 
with the sealant after school. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Ask for a show of hands as to who got the problem right.  
2. Have the students place the appropriate pieces on the Zakat pillar of the wall 

display. 
3. Use Appendix A to check off whether they can explain the art. 

 
Lesson Nine: Pillar of Islam: Saum (month-long fasting) 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 

2. Lesson Content 
a. “Five pillars” of Islam: 

i. Saum (month-long fasting) 
3. Skill Objective(s) 

a. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

b. The students will describe how and why people define regions.(CHS 2.2) 
c. The students will describe how culture and experience influence people’s 

perceptions of places and regions.  (CGS 2.3) 
d. The students will demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large 

geographical areas.  (CGS 1-4.2.1.B) 
B. Materials 

1. Wall display 
2. Appendix R (one per student) 
3. Celebrating Ramadan,  by Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith  (ISBN  0-8234-1581-3)    
4. Ghorayyibah cookies for everyone in the class  (recipe on p. 21 of Celebrating 

Ramadan,  by Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith) 
5. Pitted dates for every student  (2-3 per student) 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Eid al-Fitr:  the festival celebrating the end of Ramadan 
2. Saum=Sawm:  a month-long fast 
3. Ramadan:   the 9th month of the Islamic calendar  
4. Fasting:  to go without eating or drinking for a specific period of time 

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Prior to this lesson send home the note in Appendix R so the parents know what 

is going on today. 
2. At the beginning of the day let the students know that they are going to fast until 

they eat a late lunch with a special treat included. 
3. Hopefully you can arrange to teach this lesson about one hour after the class’s 

normal lunchtime.   
4. Before class begins, place the first piece of the fourth pillar which should say 

Saum in the appropriate place.   
5. Explain the terms:  Saum, Ramadan, fasting, and Eid al-Fitr. 
6. Read pages 3, 14-30 of Celebrating Ramadan, by Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith out 

loud to the class, being sure to go over each picture with the students. 
7. Give each student a couple of dates and a couple of the cookies.  Tell them not to 

eat them yet.  Explain that as soon as the new moon is seen to indicate the 
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beginning of the next month , the festival of Eid al-Fitr begins.  After prayers are 
said, the fast is broken by eating the traditional dates and cookies.  

8. Spend some time discussing what a fast would feel like and what it felt to fast for 
an hour or two. 

9. Direct their attention to the random pillar pieces and have the students place the 
appropriate pieces on the Saum pillar of the wall display.  

10. Eat lunch. 
E. Assessment/Evaluation. 

1. Have the students place the appropriate pieces on the Saum pillar of the wall 
display. 

 
Lesson Ten: Pillar of Islam: Hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca) 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 

2. Lesson Content 
a. “Five pillars” of Islam: 

i. Hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca) 
3. Skill Objective(s) 

a. The students will demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large 
geographical areas.  (CGS 1-4.2.1.B) 

b. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

c. The students will describe how and why people define regions.(CGS 2.2) 
d. The students will describe how culture and experience influence people’s 

perceptions of places and regions.  (CGS 2.3) 
B. Materials 

1. Wall Display 
2. World Wall Map 
3. Appendix S   (one for each student) 
4. Appendix T (one for each student) 
5. Appendix BB (one copy for teacher use) 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Pilgrimage:  a journey to a holy place 

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Prior to class, contact a travel agent or research on the internet the price of an 

airline ticket to Mecca from the airport nearest to your town.    Before class 
begins, place the first piece of the fifth pillar which should say Hajj in the 
appropriate place.   

2. Have the students tell you the first four pillars of Islam.  Make sure that no one 
has any questions about any of them. 

3. Explain that the 5th pillar is Hajj.  It is a trip, or pilgrimage, to the holy cities of 
Mecca and Mina.  This is the only pillar that does not have to be fulfilled if it will 
cause great financial or physical hardship.  Put that in terms of distance of miles 
by looking at the map and indicating the distance from your town to Mecca.  Tell 
them the price of the airline ticket that you researched.  Explain that for some 
people traveling that distance for physical reasons or coming up with that money 
is impossible. 

4. Pass out Appendix S.  Read it together and then allow the students to complete 
the bottom of the page by themselves. 

5. Exchange and grade Appendix S. 
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6. Direct their attention to the random pillar pieces and have the students place the 
appropriate pieces on the Hajj pillar of the wall display. 

7. Ask them if they have any questions about the five pillars.  Take the time to 
answer all questions. 

8. Give the formal assessment on Appendix T.  The answer key is in Appendix BB. 
E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Formal assessment with Appendix T. 
 

Lesson Eleven: Causes of Crusades 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand that most wars tend to have multiple causes and effects. 
b. Demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large geographical 

areas.  (Colorado Standard GEO.1-4.2.1.B) 
2. Lesson Content  

a. Wars between Muslims and Christians  
i. The Holy Land, Jerusalem 
ii. The Crusades 
iii. Saladin and Richard the Lion-hearted 
iv. Growing trade and cultural exchange between the east and west 

3. Skill Objective(s) 
a. The students will be able to chronologically organize history and will 

show they know how to organize events and people into major eras to 
identify and explain historical relationships.   (CHS 1) 

b. The students will explain how societies are diverse and have changed 
over time.  (CHS 3) 

c. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

d. The students will describe how and why people define regions.(CGS 2.2) 
B. Materials 

1. Appendix U  (one per student) 
2. Appendix V (one for teacher) 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Crusade:  a religion or ideal inspired fight or battle 
2. Pilgrim:  a person that travels to a particular spot for religious reasons 

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Ask the students to tell you any big changes that have happened in their lives. 
2. Discuss with them that for any of these changes there are usually factors that lead 

to these changes. 
3. Pass out Appendix U.  Give the students time to read over the clues. 
4. Discuss the notes in Appendix V on the causes of the Crusades.  The students 

should fill in the crossword puzzle as you are talking when they hear an answer. 
5. Have the students exchange papers and grade the crossword puzzle as a class.  Be 

sure to explain any confusion. 
E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Grade and then collect Appendix U. 
 

Lesson Twelve: The Crusades (two-three periods of 40 minutes each) 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand that most wars tend to have multiple causes and effects. 
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b. Demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large geographical 
areas.  (Colorado Standard GEO.1-4.2.1.B) 

2. Lesson Content  
a. Wars between Muslims and Christians  

i. The Holy Land, Jerusalem 
ii. The Crusades 
iii. Saladin and Richard the Lion-hearted 

3. Skill Objective(s) 
a. The students will be able to chronologically organize history and will 

show they know how to organize events and people into major eras to 
identify and explain historical relationships.   (CHS 1) 

b. Students will explain how societies are diverse and have changed over 
time.  (CHS 3) 

c. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

d.  The students will describe how and why people define regions.(CGS 2.2) 
B. Materials 

1. Doré’s Illustrations of the Crusades,  by Gustave Doré 
2. Appendix W  (one copy for teacher reference) 
3. Appendix X (one copy for each student) 

C. Key Vocabulary 
1. Jihad:  holy war 
2. Knights templars:  monk/warrior knights 
3. Hospitallers:  hospital monks that become warrior knights 

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Give the students a very brief overview of the Crusades as a whole. 
2. Show the pictures of the Crusades from Doré’s Illustrations of the Crusades,  by 

Gustave Doré.  Remind the students that these pictures were drawn by a 
European; therefore, they have a pro-European perspective. 

3. List the 11 different Crusades.  Assign two to three students to work together to 
research and prepare an oral presentation. 

4. Pass out the direction sheet (Appendix X) and go over the directions and the 
rubric in detail so everyone understands everything. 

5. Allow the class time to research their crusade.  They will use resources in the 
classroom, in the library, and on the internet.  They will present their Crusade in 
order in two days time. 

6. Continue with Lesson Thirteen and then come back to this lesson for the 
presentations 

7. Use Appendix W to make sure that they have the minimum information they may 
need about each Crusade. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. The students’ presentations will be evaluated using a rubric (Appendix X). 

 
Lesson Thirteen: Saladin and Richard the Lion-hearted  (one-two lessons of 40 minutes each) 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand that most wars tend to have multiple causes and effects. 
b. Demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large geographical 

areas.  (Colorado Standard GEO.1-4.2.1.B) 
2. Lesson Content  

a. Wars between Muslims and Christians  
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i. The Holy Land, Jerusalem 
ii. The Crusades 
iii. Saladin and Richard the Lion-hearted 

3. Skill Objective(s) 
a. The students will be able to chronologically organize history and will 

show they know how to organize events and people into major eras to 
identify and explain historical relationships.   (CHS 1) 

b. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

c. The students will describe how culture and experience influence people’s 
perceptions of places and regions.  (CGS 2.3) 

B. Materials 
1. Saladin:  Noble Prince of Islam by Diane Stanley    

C. Key Vocabulary 
None           

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Read the book, Saladin:  Noble Prince of Islam by Diane Stanley.  It could take a 

little more than an hour, but it is a well written and beautifully illustrated story 
that clearly explains the relationship between Saladin and Richard the Lion-
hearted. 

2. Have the students come up with a timeline of the ten major events in Saladin’s 
life and create a timeline on the chalkboard.  They should work as a class to 
create this. 

E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. The students’ responses and involvement in the creation of the timeline will be 

informally assessed. 
 

Lesson Fourteen: Effects of Crusades 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand that most wars tend to have multiple causes and effects. 
b. Demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large geographical 

areas.  (Colorado Standard GEO.1-4.2.1.B) 
2. Lesson Content  

a. Wars between Muslims and Christians  
i. The Holy Land, Jerusalem 
ii. The Crusades 
iii. Saladin and Richard the Lion-hearted 
iv. Growing trade and cultural exchange between the east and west 

3. Skill Objective(s) 
a. The students will be able to chronologically organize history and will 

show they know how to organize events and people into major eras to 
identify and explain historical relationships.   (CHS 1) 

b. Students will explain how societies are diverse and have changed over 
time.  (CHS 3) 

c. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

d. The students will describe how and why people define regions.(CGS 2.2) 
B. Materials 

1. United States wall map 
2. World wall map 
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3. Bag of sugar 
4. Labeled jars of the following herbs and spices:  cinnamon, cloves, mace, nutmeg, 

saffron, pepper, mustard, dill, anise, sage, savory, anise 
5. Foods:  lemon, apricots, oranges, plums, dates, rhubarb, almonds, shallots, 

onions, garlic, watermelons 
6. Fabric:  burlap, the roughest wool you can find, silk, linen, cotton, velvet 
7. Other items:  handkerchief, cotton fiber paper, pearls, guitar, violin, stained glass, 

rouge, glass mirror 
8. Appendix Y 
9. The story, “Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves,” the movie, Sinbad, or the movie, 

Aladdin (extension activity) 
C. Key Vocabulary 

1. Nationalism:  devotion to one’s nation; patriotism 
D. Procedures/Activities 

1. Ask how many have been to ____________________________ (a commonly 
visited city that is between 50-100 miles from your town).  Most students will 
raise their hand.  Have the students list all of the states that they have been in on 
a scrap piece of paper.  It often helps to have a wall map of the United States 
available.  Ask all students to stand up.  Ask that all students that have been in 
two or more states to stay standing.  Ask all students that have been in three or 
more states.  Continue up to 50 if necessary; stop after all students have sat 
down.  Usually, you will have students that have been in the high 30 states.  Point 
out that in the Middle Ages most people never went more than six miles from 
home in their life.  Most never left their farm or town.  Using the world wall map, 
point out how far it was from Western Europe to the Middle East.  Explain that 
this is only one of the big changes brought about by the Crusades. 

2. Ask the students to give you the name of some of the spices that their parents use 
in cooking.  Write what they say on the chalk board.  Erase everything except salt 
and honey.  Explain that these were the usual flavorings used in any cooking in 
Europe before the Crusades.  Bring out the bag of sugar, the fruit, the herbs and 
spices, and other foods to show the new flavors and foods that came into the lives 
of Europeans after the Crusades. 

3. Show some of the other items that were brought back from the Crusades.  Be sure 
to compare the burlap and the wool to the silk and velvet.  Ask the students 
which they would prefer to wear. 

4. Point out that the navigational tools that were brought back from the Crusades 
led to the era of world exploration of Christopher Columbus and others that they 
will learn about in 5th grade. 

5. Explain the increase of Nationalism (national taxes) and growth of towns.  Refer 
back to the role of towns under feudalism and their not being able to depend on 
lords and kings while they were away at the Crusades. 

6. Describe increased power of Popes and Kings. 
7. Write these new words on the board: cotton, sofa, mattress, barracks, magazine, 

arsenal, admiral, tariff, algebra, alcove, crimson, lilac, azure  
8. Have the students get out a piece of writing paper and answer the following 

question:  “Which of the previously mentioned contributions has had the greatest 
effect on your life?”  They should answer in a complete paragraph and explain 
why. 

9. Extension activity:  read part of the story, “Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves,” or 
show the new movie, Sinbad, or Aladdin which are stories that came out of 
Middle East 
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E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Grade paragraph using Appendix Y. 

 
Lesson Fifteen: Review Islam and “The Holy Wars” (homework then 40 minutes class period) 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 
b. Understand that most wars tend to have multiple causes and effects. 
c. Demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large geographical 

areas.  (Colorado Standard GEO.1-4.2.1.B) 
d. Understand the physical and political geography of various regions of the 

world.   (adapted from Colorado Standard GEO.4.1.2.C) 
2. Lesson Content 

a. Physical and political geography of the Middle East and Eastern 
Mediterranean  (not part of the Core Knowledge Sequence) 

b. Islam 
i. Muhammad:  the last prophet 
ii. Allah, Qur’an, jihad 
iii. Sacred city of Makkah, mosques 
iv. “Five pillars” of Islam: 

a) Declaration of faith 
b) Prayer (five times daily), facing toward Makkah 
c) Fasting during Ramadan 
d) Help the needy 
e) Pilgrimage to Makkah 

v. Arab people unite to spread Islam on northern Africa, through 
the eastern Roman Empire, and as far west as Spain. 

vi. Islamic Turks conquer region around the Mediterranean; in 
1453, Constantinople becomes Istanbul 

vii. The first Muslims were Arabs, but today diverse people around 
the world are Muslims. 

c. Development of Islamic civilization 
i. Contributions to science and mathematics:  Avicenna (Ibn Sina), 

Arabic numerals 
ii. Muslim scholars translate and preserve writings of Greeks and 

Romans 
iii. Thriving cities as centers of Islamic art and learning, such as 

Cordoba (Spain) 
d. Wars between Muslims and Christians  

i. The Holy Land, Jerusalem 
ii. The Crusades 
iii. Saladin and Richard the Lion-hearted 
iv. Growing trade and cultural exchange between east and west 

e. Islamic Art and architecture 
i. Become familiar with examples of Islamic art, including 

illuminated manuscript and illumination of the Qur’an. 
ii. Note characteristic features of Islamic architecture, such as 

domes and minarets 
3. Skill Objective(s) 
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a. Students will be able to chronologically organize history and will show 
they know how to organize events and people into major eras to identify 
and explain historical relationships.   (CHS 1) 

b. Students will explain how societies are diverse and have changed over 
time.  (CHS 3) 

c. Students explain how science, technology, and economic activity have 
developed, changed and affected societies throughout history.  (CHS 4) 

d. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

e. The students will use their knowledge of Earth to locate people, places 
and environments.  (CGS 1.2)  

f. Students will describe the physical characteristics of places.  (CGS 2.1) 
g. The students will describe how and why people define regions.(CGS 2.2) 
h. The students will describe how culture and experience influence people’s 

perceptions of places and regions.  (CGS 2.3) 
i. The students will apply geography to understand the present and plan for 

the future.  (CGS 6.2) 
B. Materials 

1. Class game buzzer system 
2. 3” x 4” sheets of paper  (25 per student) 
3. Transparency slide of Appendix Z 
4. Appendix A 

C. Key Vocabulary 
None  

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. Announce that we will be playing Jeopardy tomorrow as a review of Islam and 

the “Holy Wars” for a test on _______________________________.  Give each 
student 25 slips of paper.   Tell them that you are going to play Jeopardy to 
review Islam and the “Holy Wars.”  Write the categories on the chalkboard: 

The Five Pillars of Islam 
History of Islam 
Muhammad 
Causes and Effects of the Crusades 
The Crusades 

Tell the students that they are going to write the questions for the game.  I tell 
them that they are not going to have to answer in the form of a question, so just 
write the question and answer on the slip of paper along with its category and 
point value at the top.  Remind them that the easy questions should only be worth 
10 points and the hardest questions are worth 50 points.  Give them a few 
minutes in class to work on this and then assign it as homework. 

2. Collect all questions and answers first thing in the morning.  Quickly sort them 
into categories and point values.  I read through them and choose the top three or 
four questions for each category and point value. 

3. As class begins divide the class into teams of 3-4 students.  Give each team a 
buzzer.   Decide whether they are going to lose points if they get the answer 
wrong.  Put the transparency slide of Appendix Z up.  Go over the rules of the 
game.  As the students choose their question put an x in that square of the chart.  
Take time to answer each question completely and to explain away any 
confusion. 

4. Try to play the game at least three times so that the students are exposed to at 
least 75 questions. 
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E. Assessment/Evaluation 
1. Informal assessment based on their skill at answering questions during the game.  

The students’ right answers will be marked on Appendix A. 
 

Lesson Sixteen: Cumulative Assessment 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Understand Islam as a major world religion. 
b. Understand that most wars tend to have multiple causes and effects. 
c. Demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large geographical 

areas.  (Colorado Standard GEO.1-4.2.1.B) 
d. Understand the physical and political geography of various regions of the 

world.   (adapted from Colorado Standard GEO.4.1.2.C) 
2. Lesson Content 

a. Physical and political geography of the Middle East and Eastern 
Mediterranean  (not part of the Core Knowledge Sequence) 

b. Islam 
i. Muhammad:  the last prophet 
ii. Allah, Qur’an, jihad 
iii. Sacred city of Makkah, mosques 
iv. “Five pillars” of Islam: 

a) Declaration of faith 
b) Prayer (five times daily), facing toward Makkah 
c) Fasting during Ramadan 
d) Help the needy 
e) Pilgrimage to Makkah 

v. Arab people unite to spread Islam on northern Africa, through 
the eastern Roman Empire, and as far west as Spain. 

vi. Islamic Turks conquer region around the Mediterranean; in 
1453, Constantinople becomes Istanbul 

vii. The first Muslims were Arabs, but today diverse people around 
the world are Muslims. 

c. Development of Islamic civilization 
i. Contributions to science and mathematics:  Avicenna (Ibn Sina), 

Arabic numerals 
ii. Muslim scholars translate and preserve writings of Greeks and 

Romans 
iii. Thriving cities as centers of Islamic art and learning, such as 

Cordoba (Spain) 
d. Wars between Muslims and Christians  

i. The Holy Land, Jerusalem 
ii. The Crusades 
iii. Saladin and Richard the Lion-hearted 
iv. Growing trade and cultural exchange between east and west 

e. Islamic Art and architecture 
i. Become familiar with examples of Islamic art, including 

illuminated manuscript and illumination of the Qur’an. 
ii. Note characteristic features of Islamic architecture, such as 

domes and minarets 
3. Skill Objective(s) 
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a. Students will be able to chronologically organize history and will show 
they know how to organize events and people into major eras to identify 
and explain historical relationships.   (CHS 1) 

b. Students will explain how societies are diverse and have changed over 
time.  (CHS 3) 

c. Students explain how science, technology, and economic activity have 
developed, changed and affected societies throughout history.  (CHS 4) 

d. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 
been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 

e. The students will use their knowledge of Earth to locate people, places 
and environments.  (CGS 1.2)  

f. Students will describe the physical characteristics of places.  (CGS 2.1) 
g. The students will describe how and why people define regions.(CGS 2.2) 
h. The students will describe how culture and experience influence people’s 

perceptions of places and regions.  (CGS 2.3) 
i. The students will apply geography to understand the present and plan for 

the future.  (CGS 6.2) 
B. Materials 

1. Appendix AA    (one copy per student) 
2. Appendix BB 

C. Key Vocabulary 
None 

D. Procedures/Activities 
1. The students will use the forty minute period to take a formal assessment 

(Appendix AA). 
E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. The formal assessment will be graded using Appendix BB. 
 

Lesson Seventeen: Political Map and Current Affairs 
A. Daily Objectives 

1. Concept Objective(s) 
a. Demonstrate a deeper knowledge about particular large geographical 

areas.  (Colorado Standard GEO.1-4.2.1.B) 
b. Understand the physical and political geography of various regions of the 

world.   (adapted from Colorado Standard GEO.4.1.2.C) 
2. Lesson Content 

a. Current Events in the Middle East  (not part of the Core Knowledge 
Sequence) 

3. Skill Objective(s) 
a. The students will explain that religious and philosophical ideas have 

been powerful forces throughout history.  (CHS 6) 
b. The students will describe how and why people define regions.(CGS 2.2) 
c. The students will describe how culture and experience influence people’s 

perceptions of places and regions.  (CGS 2.3) 
d. The students will apply geography to understand the present and plan for 

the future.  (CGS 6.2) 
B. Materials 

1. World Wall map  
2. Copies of Time, Newsweek, newspapers and other periodicals  (one per student) 

C. Key Vocabulary 
Varies 
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D. Procedures/Activities 
1. In the days before this lesson, be sure to check that the transparency slide is up to 

date.  With the constantly changing situation in that region you must be very 
careful as you prepare for and teach this lesson.  If you have a student that has a 
close family member serving in the military in the Middle East or has lost 
someone in a conflict in that region, I strongly suggest that you contact the 
parents and decide together how you need to handle that student and this lesson.  
Be sure that you have a fairly good idea what the current situation is. 

2. Have the students look through the front section of the newspapers or the cover 
and the international section of the magazine.  Ask those that have magazines to 
raise their hands if the cover of their magazine talks about the Middle East.  You 
may have several.  Ask those students with newspapers to raise their hand if there 
is a headline dealing with the Middle East.  Once again, there could be several.   

3. Have the students find and read an article on something having to do with the 
current situation in the Middle East.  You will need to circulate to help the 
students understand what they are reading.  Their comprehension will be minimal 
but they should be developing awareness that this region of the world is very 
much in the news on a regular basis.   

4. If they understand the article, have them share what they read with the class.  
Explain that in modern history this region has been in turmoil. 

5. Give a brief explanation of what is exactly going on in the Middle East. 
E. Assessment/Evaluation 

1. Informally assess by asking the students if they believe that what is currently 
happening in the Middle East fits with what they know about what Muhammad 
taught and what the Qur’an teaches.  Ask also if Muslims are portrayed favorably 
or unfavorably in the media.  

 
VI. CULMINATING ACTIVITY  

A. Lesson Seventeen will serve as a culminating activity. 
 

VII. HANDOUTS/WORKSHEETS 
A. Appendix A: Mastery Checklist for Class on Various Assignments 
B. Appendix B: Physical Geography of the Middle East and Eastern Mediterranean 
C. Appendix C: Comparison of Major Religions Chart 
D. Appendix D: Muhammad Becomes a Prophet 
E. Appendix E: Teacher Notes on Muhammad Becomes a Prophet 
F. Appendix F: Maps of the Spread of Islam 
G. Appendix G: The Shi’ah sect versus the Sunni sect 
H. Appendix H: Notes on the first four caliphs, or khalifa, for the teacher 
I. Appendix I: Traditions 
J. Appendix J: Map of Ottoman Empire by the end of the 17th century 
K. Appendix K: Arab Contribution Poster 
L. Appendix L:   Five Pillars of Islam Wall Display Notes 
M. Appendix M:   Five Pillars of Islam Notes for the Students 
N. Appendix N:   Calligraphy of Shahadah 
O. Appendix O:   The seven preparations to prayer 
P. Appendix P:   Mosques 
Q. Appendix Q:   Zakat math problem 
R. Appendix R:   Saum Parent letter 
S. Appendix S:   The Fifth Pillar:  Hajj 
T. Appendix T:   Quiz on 5 Pillars of Islam 
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U. Appendix U:   Causes of the Crusades 
V. Appendix V:   Notes on the Causes of the Crusades and Appendix U answer key 
W. Appendix W:   Notes on the Crusades 
X. Appendix X:   Rubric and Instructions on Oral Presentation 
Y. Appendix Y:   Paragraph Writing Rubric 
Z. Appendix Z:   Islam and the “Holy Wars” Jeopardy 
AA. Appendix AA: Final Assessment on Islam and the “Holy Wars” 
BB. Appendix BB: Answer Key for Appendices G, J, T, and Z 
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Appendix A 
 

Mastery Checklist for Class on Various Assignments 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
Religion Symbol Worship space Holy book Leader 

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
     

 
Religion Symbol Worship 

space 
Holy book Leader 

Christianity 

 

Church Bible Jesus 

Judaism 

 

Synagogue Torah Moses 

Islam 

 

Mosque Qur’an Muhammad 



 

2004 Core Knowledge National Conference, 4th Grade, The Call of the Caliph and the Pope 28 

Appendix D 
Muhammad Becomes a Prophet 

• Muslims believe Muhammad was a messenger sent by Allah   

(__________________).  

• Muhammad was born in ______________________AD in Makkah 

(Mecca).  His parents died when he was young so he was looked 

after by his grandfather and then his uncle.  Muhammad became a 

________________________.  

• When Muhammad was _________________ years old, he married the widow 

he worked for, Khadijah.  

• Makkah (Mecca) was a bustling and noisy city so Muhammad often escaped to a 

_________________________ outside the city to be quiet, think and pray.  

Muhammad heard the voice of an __________________________ who told 

him the words of Allah.  These came to be written in the Qur'an, the Muslim 

Holy Book.  

• Muhammad preached the word of Allah to the people of Makkah (Mecca) telling 

them not to worship _______________________________.  

• Muhammad and his followers were persecuted.  In ___________________ 

Muhammad went to live in Medina.  Here he started up the first Muslim 

_______________________________ and the Muslim calendar began. There 

many battle between the Muslims and non-Muslims. 

• In 630 the people of Makkah (Mecca) were defeated and Islam was recognized 

as their religion.  

• Muhammad died in _______________________.  
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Appendix E 
 

Teacher Notes on Muhammad 
 

• Muslims believe Muhammad was a messenger sent by Allah (God).  
• Muhammad was born in 570AD in Makkah (Mecca).  His name came to his mother in a dream; it 

was not as normal name for the time. It means highly praised in Arabic. Muhammad’s father, 

Abdullah, died just before Muhammad was born.  His mother died when he was 5 years old.  His 

parents died when he was young so he was looked after by his grandfather and then his uncle.  

His grandfather died when he was ten years old.  By the time he was 10, he had been orphaned three 

times.   Muhammad became a businessman. He had the reputation of being very truthful, 

trustworthy and mature for his age. 

• When Muhammad was 25 years old he married the widow he worked for, Khadijah. She was 40 

years old when they married.  She asked him to marry her. 

• Makkah (Mecca) was a bustling and noisy city so Muhammad often escaped to a cave outside 

the city to be quiet and think.  Mecca was a center of trade for the area.  Muhammad lived in an 

area that worshiped many gods in a pagan fashion.  However, he did not.  Muhammad heard the voice 

of an angel who told him the words of Allah.  These came to be written in the Qur'an, the 

Muslim Holy Book. The angel, Gabriel, appeared to Muhammad many times over three years. 

• Muhammad preached the word of Allah to the people of Makkah (Mecca) telling them not to 

worship many gods and idols. His wife was the first convert to Islam. 

• Muhammad and his followers were persecuted.  Mecca had quite a tourist trade from idolatry that 

provided a large part of the economic base for the community, so the preaching to turn away of 

idolatry had economical as well as theological consequences.  In 622 Muhammad went to live in 

Medina. He left Mecca to escape the persecution of the Muslims. Here he started up the first 

Muslim mosque and the Muslim calendar began. There many battles between the Muslims and 

non-Muslims. 

• The Islamic calendar begins counting in our year, 622.  There are twelve months that follow the lunar 

cycle.  Their year is about 354 days long so their calendar is always changing in relation to our 

calendar.  

• In 630 the people of Makkah (Mecca) were defeated and Islam was recognized as their 

religion. The people of Mecca tried many times to destroy the Muslims in Medina but were 

unsuccessful.  Muhammad’s army prevailed and gained control of Mecca. 

• Muhammad died in 632 on our calendar. 
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Appendix F 

Islam:  632-644 AD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Islam 644 - 661 AD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adapted from, Exploring World Beliefs:  Islam, by Gabriel Arquilevich 
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Appendix G 

The Shi’ah Sect Versus the Sunni Sect 

Shi’ah Sunni 

• Also known as Shiite 

• Followers of Ali 

• Believe that only descendents of 
Muhammad should lead the 
Muslim people 

• Leader of their community is 
called an Imam 

• They believe that salvation will 
come through the Imans leading 
them to it. 

• They haven’t had control of the 
caliph since the split. 

• The largest group of Muslims 

• Do not believe that their leader 
must be a direct descendent of 
Muhammad 

• Respectful of the Imams, but do 
not believe that they have any 
special religious inspiration 

• Believe that they must do exactly 
what Muhammad had written in 
the Koran 

• They elect the caliphs of the 
Islamic religion based on their 
ability to lead as well as their 
strength and example of faith 

• They believe that the entire 
Muslim community will be judged 
on the Day of Judgment to see if 
they deserve salvation. 

 

Answer the following questions: 

1. To the Shi’ah, what is an Imam?   What makes him so special?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does each sect choose their leadership?   Which sect has chosen the caliph for 

the past centuries? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Appendix H 

Notes on the first four caliphs, or khalifa, for the teacher 

Abu Bakr 
• From Mecca 
• Muhammad’s closest friend 
• Elected by those closest to the Prophet at a Shura, a public meeting where 

everyone could speak their mind and then a vote was taken 
• Spent his time leading  battles to control Arab Bedouins, Arab tribes that were 

not sincere in their conversion to Islam, and the Byzantines and Persians 
• He ruled from June 632 to September 634 AD 
• He died of old age and illness 

 
Umar ibn al Khattab 

• Recommended by Abu Bakr 
• Defeated Persians and Byzantines 
• Gained control of Jerusalem, Palestine, Syria, Egypt, and Iraq 
• Refined the national Muslim government by dividing the Muslim world into eight 

provinces, each with a governor appointed by the caliph 
• Reorganized the treasury and the tax collection system 
• Assassinated by Persian man stabbing him 

 
Uthman ibn Affan 

• Built the first Muslim navy 
• Official copies of the Qur’an in every Muslim city 
• Not strict against corruption in faraway regions 
• Mob of angry Muslims killed him when someone planted false evidence against 

him 
 
Ali ibn Abi Talib 

• Had to deal with rebellious governors in Iraq, Egypt, and Syria as well as the call 
for the prosecution of the murderers of Uthman 

• Was very cautious and slow in making decisions 
• Won the Battle of the Camel which was an uprising against Ali’s lack of action 

against the murderers 
• Moved capital to Kufah 
• Replaced the governors  in the rebellious regions, but some refused to step 

down 
• After months of fighting and negotiation, confusion led to the assassination of 

Ali by a supporter of the rebellious governor 
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Appendix I 

Traditions 
 

The women are expected to wear long, black, wool dresses.  
 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Men must never wear head coverings of any type. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Children are expected to sleep outside year round. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

The only food that you can eat is wheat and fruits. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

You are expected to soak in fresh, clean water every day for a half hour. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
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Appendix J 
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Appendix K 

Arab Contribution Poster 

Title       □ 

1st recognizable contribution   □ 

2nd recognizable contribution   □ 

3rd recognizable contribution   □ 

4th recognizable contribution   □ 

5th recognizable contribution   □ 

Colorful       □ 

Neat       □ 

Effort       □ 

Used entire sheet     □ 
 
 
     TOTAL 
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Appendix L 

 
Directions:  I recommend that you make this very BIG.  Each section of the pillars needs to have 
the facts written on them.  They then need to be cut apart in a random way to create a puzzle out 
of the pillars. 
Facts:   
Shahadah:  declaration of faith, two-line prayer, said over 17 times a day, first thing said to a baby 
Salat:  daily prayer, done five times a day, must be facing Mecca, done on prayer mat 
Zakat:  annual charity, giving to the poor, 2 ½% of income after expenses, purification of wealth 
Saum:  mouth-long fast, happens during the month of Ramadan, from sunrise to sunset, ends with 
the festival of Eid ul Fitr 
Hajj: pilgrimage to Mecca, dress in plain cotton garment, should be done once in life, occurs in the 
12th month of the Islamic lunar calendar

Five Pillars of Islam 
Shahadah Salat Zakat Saum Hajj 

Teacher Bulletin Board Notes 
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Appendix M 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Five Pillars of Islam 
Shahadah Salat Zakat Saum Hajj
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Appendix N 
 

Arabic Calligraphy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Shahadah=Shahada in Arabic (above) 
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Appendix O 
 

 The seven preparations to prayer 
• It must be time to pray. 

• They must wash their hands, face, and feet to be 

ritually pure.  If the devout are in a desert, they 

can wash with sand before praying. 

• They must wear clean clothes. 

• A clean place to pray must be available.  Pray 

can happen anywhere if there is not a mosque 

available. 

• Men must be wearing pants, shirt and/or a robe 

that covers the entire body.  Women add a 

scarf or veil to cover their hair.  This is 

done to remind them that Allah doesn’t 

judge on beauty but on sincerity. 

• They must be facing toward Mecca to signify 

the unity of all Muslims. 

• They must be focused and paying attention to 

their purpose of pray. 

 

 

Adapted from The Complete IDIOT’S GUIDE to Understanding Islam, by Yahiya Emerick 
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Appendix P 

Mosques 
The preferred name for the Islamic place of worship is masjid.  
Their holy day is Friday, and their leader of worship is called an 
iman.  Although he gives the sermon, he holds no special status. 

There are five common features of a traditional mosque.   

1. There is a large dome around which the mosque was built.  
It is plainly furnished with prayer rugs covering the 
floor.  Very often the walls and ceiling are inlaid with 
beautifully designed inscriptions from the Qur’an. 

2. There is a fountain, pool or some other form of running water to allow for the ritual 
cleansing before prayer. 

3. A mihrab, a small alcove or niche, which indicates the direction to face Mecca for prayer. 

4. Near the mihrab is the minbar, a pulpit from which the iman preaches the sermon on Friday. 

5. The tall slender tower, minaret or ma’dhana, is where the muezzin calls the adhan, call to 
pray. 

 

Directions:  Place the number of the feature from above on the blank next to the 
indicated spot on the diagram below. 

 
 

Adapted from, Exploring World Beliefs:  Islam, by Gabriel Arquilevich 
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Appendix Q 

 
Family income   $20,000.00 
Family expenses 
 Rent  $7000.00 
 Food  $3000.00 
 Utilities $1000.00 
 Other $4000.00 
 
Step 1  Add expenses together 
 $7000.00 
 3000.00 
 1000.00 
 +4000.00 
 $15,000.00 
 

Step 2  Subtract expenses from income 
 $20,000.00 
 -15,000.00 
 $5000.00 
 
Step 3  Multiply extra money by 2½ % 
 $5000.00 
 x0.025 
 2500000 
 10000000  
 000000000 
 0000000000 
 $125.00000 

 
Students’ turn  

 
Family income   $35,000.00 
Family expenses 
 Rent  $9500.00 
 Food  $4000.00 
 Utilities $2500.00 
 Other $8000.00 
 
 
Step 1  Add expenses together 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Step 2  Subtract expenses from income 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 3  Multiply extra money by 2½ % 
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Appendix R 

Date: 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

As you know, we are in the midst of study of Islam and the “Holy Wars.”  This week we 

have been looking very closely at the five pillars of Islam.   On 

________________________________________________________, we will be 

looking at the fourth pillar, Saum.  It is more commonly known as Ramadan.  This pillar 

deals with fasting from sun-up to sunset.  To make this pillar more tangible to the 

students, I would like them to experience a taste (I couldn’t resist the pun.) of fasting.  I 

would like the students to forgo their regular morning snack and then eat lunch an hour 

late.  This will allow them to be very hungry but not harming them.  I will also be providing 

some of the traditional foods to break the fast, dates and a type of cookie.  Any students 

that order school lunches on this day will receive their meal at the later time. 

 

I understand that for some students there may be medical reasons why a student would be 

unable to have their eating schedule disrupted.  There may also be families that would 

rather not have their students participate for personal reasons.  So I know that you are 

aware of our plans and that it is medically or personally okay for your son or daughter to 

participate in this activity, please mark, sign and return the slip below. 

 

 

I do or do not (circle one) give permission for my son/daughter, 

_________________________________________________ to participate in the 

fast that is part of our study of Islam. 

     Signed: ___________________________________ 
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Appendix S 
 

The Fifth Pillar:  Hajj 
A hajj is a once in a life time trip to Mecca and the surrounding area that all Muslims are expected 
to participate in.    More than 2 million people make the journey each year during the beginning of 
the month of Dhul Hijjah.  The guidelines for what happens and the steps that they follow once a 
pilgrim arrives in Mecca are very specific. 
 

• All men change out of their clothes into a simple white garment that shows that all men are 
equal.  The women wear the clothes of their native countries; they must keep their heads 
covered at all times. 

1. The pilgrims walk counter-clockwise around a large stone sanctuary called the Ka’bah seven 
times.  While walking they touch, kiss or point at the stone.  The Muslims believe that the 
40 foot cube was built by Abraham.  Only Muslims are allowed to worship at the Ka’ban. 

2. They must run seven times between the hills of As-Safa and Al-Marwah to remind them of 
the desperate search for water by Hagar and the miracle of the well. 

3. The pilgrims spend the night at the village of Mina. 
4. The next step, the wukuf, is done at the same time by all pilgrims that spent the night.  

They meet at the plain of Arafat which is about six miles from Mecca.  From noon to sunset, 
they pray quietly then climb the Mount of Mercy and ask Allah’s forgiveness for their sins.   

5. They spend the night in Muzdalifah. 
6. The pilgrims return to Mina where they “stone the devil” by throwing pebbles at three 

pillars to remind them of Abraham throwing stones at the devil to interrupt his prayer. 
7. An animal is sacrificed to remind the pilgrims that Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son. 
8. Men then shave off their hair and women cut off a lock of hair to symbolize new birth. 
9. The pilgrim finishes the pilgrimage by walking around the Ka’ban again. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adapted from, Exploring World Beliefs:  Islam, by Gabriel Arquilevich 
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Appendix T 
 

Quiz on 5 pillars of Islam     Name_____________________ 
 
 
Directions: Listed are several statements.  You will write the name of the pillar that the 
statement applies to on the line. 
 

Shahadah    ☼    Salat    ☼    Zakat    ☼    Saum    ☼    Hajj 
 

 
________________________1. This pillar involves praying many times a day. 

________________________2. This pillar involves the wearing of white by 
the men. 

________________________3. This pillar happens during the month of 
Ramaden. 

________________________4. This pillar is repeated a minimum of 17 times 
a day. 

________________________5. This pillar is the purification of wealth. 

________________________6. This pillar involves traveling to Mecca. 

________________________7. This pillar is the first thing that a baby 
hears. 

________________________8. This pillar can be skipped only for financial or 
physical hardship. 

________________________9. This pillar involves being hungry a lot. 

________________________10. This pillar must be done facing Mecca. 

________________________11. This pillar involves 2 ½ % of income after 
expenses. 

________________________12. This pillar is a declaration of faith. 

________________________13. This pillar requires cleaning first. 

________________________14. This pillar ends with the festival of Eid ul 
Fitr. 

________________________15. This pillar should be done at least once in a 
lifetime. 
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Appendix U 

 

Across 
1. The city that was being threatened by 
the Turkish Muslims 
4. The desire to get rich and powerful 
6. The pope that called for the Crusades 
9. The Byzantine leader that asked for 
help from the pope 
10. What the Christians believed would be 
forgiven by participating in the Crusades 
11. Group that was bored because they 
didn't have anything to do 
 
Down 
2. A trip to a holy place 
3. City that is considered by 
the Christians, Jews, and 
Muslims to be holy 
5. People that were not 
allowing the Christian 
pilgrims to travel to 
the Holy Land 
7. City where the pope 
called the meeting to 
call for the Crusade 
8. What second sons 
of nobles wanted
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Appendix V 

 

Causes of the Crusades 
• Alexis of Byzantine asked for help because the Muslim Turks were threatening to 

invade 
• In 1095 at a meeting called with nobles in a field outside of Clermont, France, 

Pope Urban II called for a “Holy Crusade” to gain control of the “Holy Land” 
• Christian pilgrims were being refused free access to Jerusalem 
• Crusaders  would have their sins pardoned 
• Many (especially second sons of noble and other land owners that were not going 

to inherit) were greedy for new lands to rule and the rumored riches 
• Knights were bored because of the stability of the period made them 

unnecessary 
• It was thought that the division between the eastern and western Christian 

Church could be healed 
 

Causes of the Crusades Crossword answers  

Across 
1.  The city that was being threatened by the Turkish Muslims   Constantinople 
4.   The desire to get rich and powerful   greed 
6.   The pope that called for the Crusades    Urban 
9.   The Byzantine leader that asked for help from the pope    Alexis 
10.  What the Christians believed would be forgiven by participating in the 

Crusades    sins 
11.   Group that was bored because they didn't have anything to do    knights 
 
Down 
2.   A trip to a holy place    pilgrimage 
3.   City that is considered by the Christians, Jews, and Muslims to be holy   

Jerusalem 
5.   People that were not allowing the Christian pilgrims to travel to the Holy 

Land    Muslims 
7.   City where the pope called the meeting to call for the Crusade    Clermont 

8.   What second sons of nobles wanted   land 
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The Crusades 

 DATE 
LEADER and 
Participants MAJOR EVENTS RESULTS 

Th
e 

Cr
us

ad
e 

of
 

th
e 

Po
or

 

1096 Little Peter and 
peasants 

• Massacre of Jews in Europe to get 
supplies 

• Large battles with Byzantine 
Christians 

• Crusaders dazzled by beauty of 
Constantinople and begin stealing 
everything 

Crusaders 
slaughtered 
at Nicea by 
Turks 

1s
t  
Cr

us
ad

e 

1096-
1099 
 

Several nobles lead 
five armies of 
lords and knights 

• Five different armies take 
different routes  

• Siege of Nicea 
• Byzantine Emperor takes control 

of Nicea 
• Siege of Antioch 
• Disease and famine kill many 

crusaders 
• Fatimid Muslims gain control of 

Jerusalem and allow pilgrims in 

Crusaders 
capture 
Jerusalem, 
but kills 
70,000 
Muslims and 
Jews in the 
process   

2n
d  
Cr

us
ad

e 

1147-
1148 

King Conrad III of 
Germany and King 
Louis VII of 
France and armies 
of Franks and 
French 

• Jihad had won part of the land lost 
back for the Muslims 

• Hospitallers and knights templars 
protect Jerusalem 

• Europeans ignore pope but listen to 
St. Bernard 

• Many noble women join crusade 

Even though 
they were 
winning, the 
Crusaders 
retreat and 
win nothing 

3r
d  
Cr

us
ad

e 

1189-
1192 

Saladin-Muslim 
leader 
Richard the Lion-
hearted 

• Reynald of Chatillon causes many 
problems 

• Saladin captures Jerusalem 
• Saladin’s Tithe was 10% tax to pay 

for 3rd Crusade 
• Richard drew up “Laws of the 

Crusade” 
• Richard gains ground and tries for 

truce 

Richard and 
Saladin 
create truce 
for three 
years 
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4t

h  
Cr
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e 

1199-
1204 

Thibault and 
then on his 
death Boniface 
of Monterrat 

• Pope Innocent III said be Crusader or 
be excommunicated; taxed all Christians 
to pay for Crusade 

• Crusaders can’t pay bills to Venetians so 
they are made  to conquer to Zara, a 
Christian port,  which leads the pope to 
excommunicate the crusaders 

• For the promise of riches, the crusaders 
conquered Constantinople and then 
sacked it 

• Crusaders did incredibly cruel and evil 
acts  

Never got 
anywhere near 
the “Holy 
Land” 

Ch
ild

re
n’
s 

Cr
us

ad
e 

1212 Nicholas and 
Stephen 
Poor children 

• Many of the 30,000 German children 
starve, are eaten by wolves, or are sold 
into slavery 

• The 20,000 French children either 
drown or are sold into slavery 

 

Never got 
anywhere near 
the “Holy 
Land” 

5t
h  
Cr

us
ad

e 

1217-
1221 

Andrew of 
Hungary and 
John of 
Jerusalem 

• “Peter’s pence”  1 cent tax every week; 
most people lived on 5 cents a week 

• strange disease kills many crusaders and 
Muslims 

• try to get control of Egypt even after 
being offered a thirty year truce and all 
of the “Holy Land” 

• Crusaders camp on flood plain of Nile 
and drowned when the Muslims open 
flood barriers 

Nothing 
gotten 

6t
h  
Cr

us
ad

e 

1229 Fredrick II • Fredrick II of Germany did lots of 
negotiating rather than fighting 

• Treaty gave Crusaders Jerusalem and all 
other holy cities and truce of ten years 

• Fredrick condemned for not fighting and 
excommunicated, crowns himself king of 
Jerusalem; pope not amused 

• No lives lost  

Gets the “Holy 
Land”; gives 
the Muslims 
the right to 
worship and 
the Dome of 
the Rock and 
the al-Aqsa 
Mosque 
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7t

h  
Cr

us
ad

e 1248-
1254 

Louis IX of 
France 
20,000 soldiers 

• Pagan Turks capture Jerusalem in 
1244 

•  Almost a repeat of the 5th Crusade 

Never got 
anywhere near 
the “Holy 
Land” 

Th
e 

Cr
us

ad
e 

of
 t

he
 

Sh
e p

he
rd

s 

≈1255 Master of 
Hungary 
30,000 
shepherds and 
peasants 

• causes a riot in Orleans, France 
• is never organized enough to get out 

of France 
• caused lots of ill feelings by showing 

that the Crusades were not holy 
 

Never got 
anywhere near 
the “Holy 
Land” 

8t
h  

Cr
us

ad
e 1270 Louis IX of 

France 
• Louis IX died as soon as they landed 

in Africa 
Ddeath ended 
crusade before 
it began 
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CRUSADES ORAL PRESENTATION 
Be prepared to provide the following information about the crusade you were assigned:  dates, 
leadership, major events and points of information (anything interesting would be great), and the 
results.  All members of the group must speak.  Be sure that you read over the rubric below so you 
know what I am looking for.  You will have a maximum of 5 minutes to speak.  If you wish to have 
visuals in your presentation, they will earn you extra credit. 
 

CRUSADE_________________GROUP MEMBERS____________________________ 
 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Preparedness  Students are 
completely prepared 
and have obviously 
rehearsed.  

Students seems pretty 
prepared but might 
have needed a 
rehearsal.  

The students are 
somewhat prepared, 
but it is clear that 
rehearsal was lacking.  

Students do not seem 
at all prepared to 
present.  

Stays on Topic  Stays on topic all 
(100%) of the time.  

Stays on topic most 
(99-90%) of the time.  

Stays on topic some 
(89%-75%) of the 
time.  

It was hard to tell what 
the topic was.  

Content  Shows a full 
understanding of their 
Crusade and provided 
all information asked 
for.  

Shows a good 
understanding of the 
topic and provided 
most of the 
information needed.  

Shows a good 
understanding of 
parts of the topic and 
provided part of the 
information needed.  

Does not seem to 
understand the topic 
very well and failed to 
provide the needed 
information.  

Comprehension  Student is able to 
accurately answer 
almost all questions 
posed by classmates 
about their crusade.  

Student is able to 
accurately answer 
most questions posed 
by classmates about 
their crusade.  

Student is able to 
accurately answer a 
few questions posed 
by classmates about 
their crusade.  

Student is unable to 
accurately answer 
questions posed by 
classmates about 
their crusade.  

Collaboration 
with Peers  

Almost always listens 
to, shares with, and 
supports the efforts of 
others in the group. 
Tries to keep people 
working well together.  

Usually listens to, 
shares with, and 
supports the efforts of 
others in the group. 
Does not cause 
"waves" in the group.  

Often listens to, 
shares with, and 
supports the efforts of 
others in the group 
but sometimes is not 
a good team member.  

Rarely listens to, 
shares with, and 
supports the efforts of 
others in the group. 
Often is not a good 
team member.  

Speaks Clearly  Speaks clearly and 
distinctly all (100-
95%) the time, and 
mispronounces no 
words.  

Speaks clearly and 
distinctly all (100-
95%) the time, but 
mispronounces one 
word.  

Speaks clearly and 
distinctly most ( 94-
85%) of the time. 
Mispronounces no 
more than one word.  

Often mumbles or can 
not be understood OR 
mispronounces more 
than one word.  

Posture and Eye 
Contact  

Stands up straight, 
looks relaxed and 
confident. Establishes 
eye contact with 
everyone in the room 
during the 
presentation.  

Stands up straight 
and establishes eye 
contact with everyone 
in the room during the 
presentation.  

Sometimes stands up 
straight and 
establishes eye 
contact.  

Slouches and/or does 
not look at people 
during the 
presentation.  

Adapted from Rubistar rubric maker
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Paragraph Writing Rubric 

Criteria Points 
 4 3 2 1   

Topic Sentence 
(green) 

Topic sentence is 
clear, correctly 
placed, and is 
restated in the 
closing sentence. 

Topic sentence is 
either unclear or 
incorrectly placed, 
and is restated in 
the closing 
sentence. 

Topic sentence is 
unclear and 
incorrectly placed, 
and is restated in 
the closing 
sentence. 

Topic sentence is 
unclear and 
incorrectly placed, 
and is not 
restated in the 
closing sentence. 

____ 

Supporting 
Detail 

Sentence(s) 
(yellow) 

Paragraph(s) 
have three or 
more supporting 
detail sentences 
that relate back to 
the main idea. 

Paragraph(s) 
have two 
supporting detail 
sentences that 
relate back to the 
main idea. 

Paragraph(s) 
have one 
supporting detail 
sentence that 
relate back to the 
main idea. 

Paragraph(s) 
have no 
supporting detail 
sentences that 
relate back to the 
main idea. 

____ 

Elaborating 
Detail 

Sentence(s) 
(red) 

Each supporting 
detail sentence 
has an 
elaborating detail 
sentence that 
directly relates 
back to 
supporting detail 
sentence and 
topic sentence. 

Each supporting 
detail sentence 
has an 
elaborating detail 
sentence that 
usually relates 
back to 
supporting detail 
sentence and 
topic sentence. 

Each supporting 
detail sentence 
has an 
elaborating detail 
sentence that 
rarely relates 
back to 
supporting detail 
sentence and 
topic sentence or 
has few 
elaborating detail 
sentences. 

Each supporting 
detail sentence 
has no 
elaborating detail 
sentence. 

____ 

Legibility Legible 
handwriting 

Marginally legible 
handwriting 

Writing is not 
legible in places. 

Writing is not 
legible. ____ 

Mechanics and 
Grammar 

Paragraph has no 
errors in 
punctuation, 
capitalization, and 
spelling.  

Paragraph has 
one or two 
punctuation, 
capitalization, and 
spelling errors. 

Paragraph has 
three to five 
punctuation, 
capitalization, and 
spelling errors. 

Paragraph has six 
or more 
punctuation, 
capitalization, and 
spelling errors. 

____ 

        Total----> ____ 
  
 Teacher Comments: 

 

 

Adapted from Teach-nology rubric making website 
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Appendix Z 

Islam and the “Holy Wars” Jeopardy 
 RULES: 

• The teacher chooses the team that picks the first category and question. 

• The team will give one answer, and only the first answer will be accepted. 

• If a team answers incorrectly, they cannot attempt to answer that question again. 

• The teams will be called on in the order they buzzed in on the buzzer system. 

• The team that get the right answer chooses the next category and point value. 

• The game ends when the board has cleared. 

The Five 
Pillars of 
Islam 

The History 
of Islam Muhammad 

The Causes 
and Effects 

of the 
Crusades 

The Crusades 

10 10 10 10 10 

20 20 20 20 20 

30 30 30 30 30 

40 40 40 40 40 

50 50 50 50 50 
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Final Assessment on Islam and the “Holy Wars”  Name_____________________ 

1. If you were to build a traditional mosque, what features would you have to include? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. What person does Christianity, Judaism and Islam have in common in their history? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. I’m confused; what is the difference between terms:  Muslim, Islam and Arab?   

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. Who founded the Islamic faith?  _______________________________________ 

Explain how the Islam faith was started.  ____________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why is the Qur’an so important to the Muslims?  ___________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

6. List two reasons why people went on the Crusades.___________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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7. Pretend that you are a Muslim and that you are writing in a journal; describe what 
exactly what you would do to uphold one of the five pillars of Islam.  Be sure to include a 
complete description and explanation of that pillar so a non-Muslim would understand the 
pillar. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

8. List five effects of the Crusades: 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

9. What do you believe is the most significant result of the Crusades?  

___________________________________________________________________ 

Why?_______________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Answer Key 

Appendix G 
1. He is the leader of the Sect.  He is a direct descendent of Muhammad. 
2. The Shiite elect their leader from the direct descendents of Muhammad, and the 

Sunni elect a caliph that has the ability to lead and lives as a true example of the 
Islamic faith.  The Sunni sect has elected the leader of the worldwide Muslim 
community. 

 
Appendix J  (15 of these) 
1. Egypt 
2. Saudi 

Arabia 
3. Turkey 
4. Greece 
5. Libya 
6. Albania 

7. Israel 
8. Algeria 
9. Jordon 
10. Syria 
11. Kuwait 
12. Iraq 
13. Lebanon 

14. Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

15. Yemen 
16. Morocco 
17. Montenegro 
18. Serbia 
19. Yugoslavia 

20. Kosovo 
21. Bulgaria 
22. Romania 
23. Moldova 
24. Ukraine 
25. Hungary 
26. Russia 

27. Azerbaijan 
28. Tunisia 

 
Appendix T 
1. Salat 
2. Hajj 
3. Saum 

4. Shahadah 
5. Zakat 
6. Hajj 

7. Shahadah 
8. Hajj 
9. Saum 

10. Salat 
11. Zakat 
12. Shahadah 

13. Salat 
14. Saum 
15. Hajj

 
Appendix AA 
1. a large dome, fountain, pool or some other form of running water, mihrab, a small 

alcove, minbar, a pulpit, tall slender tower, minaret 
2. Abraham 
3. Muslim:  a person that is practicing the Islamic religion; also refers to the followers 

of Islam as a whole;  Islam: the religion of the Muslim people that was started by 
Muhammad; Arab: an ethnic group from the Middle East 

4. Muhammad.   Makkah (Mecca) was a bustling and noisy city so Muhammad often 
escaped to a cave outside the city to be quiet and think.  Mecca was a center of trade 
for the area.  Muhammad lived in an area that worshiped many gods in a pagan fashion.  
However, he did not Muhammad heard the voice of an angel who told him the words of 
Allah.  These came to be written in the Qur'an, the Muslim Holy Book. The angel, 
Gabriel, appeared to Muhammad many times over three years. 

5. Muslims believe that the Qur’an is the word of Allah passed through Muhammad and 
then written down. 

6. List two of the following: 
• Alexis of Byzantine asked for help because the Muslim Turks were threatening to 

invade 
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• In 1095 at a meeting called with nobles in a field outside of Clermont, France, 
Pope Urban II called for a “Holy Crusade” to gain control of the “Holy Land” 

• Christian pilgrims were being refused free access to Jerusalem 
• Crusaders  would have their sins pardoned 
• Many (especially second sons that were not going to inherit) were greedy for new 

lands to rule and the rumored riches 
• Knights were bored because of the stability of the period made them 

unnecessary 
• It was thought that the division between the eastern and western Christian 

Church could be healed 
7. They should include at least some of these facts for their pillar and use Appendix Y: 

Shahadah:  declaration of faith, two-line prayer, said over 17 times a day, first thing 
said to a baby 
Salat:  daily prayer, done five times a day, must be facing Mecca, done on prayer mat 
Zakat:  annual charity, giving to the poor, 2 ½% of income after expenses, purification 
of wealth 
Saum:  mouth-long fast, happens during the month of Ramadan, from sunrise to 
sunset, ends with the festival of Eid ul Fitr 
Hajj: pilgrimage to Mecca, dress in plain cotton garment, should be done once in life, 
occurs in the 12th month of the Islamic lunar calendar 

8. List five of the following: 
• traveling far from home 
• sugar, fruits, herbs and spices, and other foods were introduced to the European 

diet 
• fabric:  silk, linen, cotton, velvet 
• other items:  handkerchief, cotton fiber paper, pearls, guitar, violin, stained glass, 

rouge, glass mirror. 
• the navigational tools that led to the era of world exploration of Christopher 

Columbus and others  
• increase of Nationalism (national taxes) and growth of towns.   
• increased power of Popes and Kings. 
• new words: cotton, sofa, mattress, barracks, magazine, arsenal, admiral, tariff, 

algebra, alcove, crimson, lilac, azure 
• the story, “Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves,” Sinbad, and Aladdin 

9. Answers will vary 


